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Your continued support helps us make a difference in the lives of children and teens each and every day. Across Central New York,  
The Salvation Army helps young people build their self confidence and find their path to success. Below are two examples of how 
The Salvation Army provides care, compassion and hope for young people who are struggling to find their way. 

Your gift of time, talent or treasure will make a difference in the lives of our youth. 

Get involved, call (315) 434-1395 or visit sasyr.org

ProvidingHope Youthfor
our

A Teen Mother’s Success Story

Thoughts and dreams of a future can be shattered when there is  
an unexpected teen pregnancy, but the compassionate staff at  
The Salvation Army’s Teen Parenting Center has helped hundreds  
of young mothers overcome amazing odds to achieve success.
Andrea came to the Center nearly two years ago. At 17, she had 
dropped out of high school, was sleeping on friends’ couches, and was 
six months pregnant. After a transition period that included the birth 
of her daughter, Andrea responded well to the structure offered by the 
Center. She faithfully attended educational programs and benefitted 
from parenting and independent living skills classes. 
In addition, she completed a four week drug education program to 
deal with some lingering issues with drug use. For the first time in 
her life, she experienced the feeling of being supported by a “family,” 
which is how she referred to Center staff and other residents.
Andrea recently turned 19 and has a very positive outlook for her 
future. Having secured her GED, she will soon graduate from the 
Teen Parenting Center and move in to her own apartment.  
Andrea is in a training program at Onondaga Earth Corps, where 
she will soon begin full time employment. She has developed an 
interest in environmental issues and hopes to go to college to study 
environmental science.

Support Local Youth

The Power of Summer Camp
Each summer, The Salvation Army sends hundreds of children 
and teens to summer camp from Syracuse and throughout 
Central New York. Long Point Camp, located on beautiful Seneca 
Lake, provides children with a week away from the city’s streets in 
a setting filled with sun, water, fun, friendships and a wide variety 
of character building activities.
Each year, we receive letters from campers that touch our  
hearts. Below is one we received last summer from a  
13-year-old girl.

Dear Sponsor:

Thanks so much for allowing me

to come to Long Point Camp. 

It’s unbelievable how
 much I’ve 

learned from this experience and 

I’ve even made a close group 

of friends. When I first came, I 

didn’t believe I would make any 

friends. I didn’t think I belonged 

here, but being in thi
s cabin is like 

a second home. These amazing, 

beautiful, crazy girls
 are my family 

and I’m so happy to share m
y first 

camp experience with them. I came 

here questioning if God existed, 

because so many things went wrong 

in my life. I thought “How could 

there possibly be a G
od if these 

things keep happening to me?” But 

coming here and hearing everyone’s 

stories, I have realiz
ed that God is 

real, that God loves me. I was put 

on this earth for a r
eason, like the 

camp leaders said. God has a plan 

for me.
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Celebrating “Faces of the Army”
by Major Gayle Luby, CEO, Onondaga County  

& Captain John Luby, Executive Director, CNY Region

The Salvation Army is celebrating 150 
years of global service to the most 
vulnerable people around the world.

In 1865, William and Catherine Booth 
started a fledging evangelistic church to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to the poor, 
homeless, the hungry and the destitute in 
London, England. They preached to and 
converted hundreds by walking the streets of 
London’s poorest neighborhoods, ministering 
to physical, emotional and spiritual needs and 
mixing music, songs and a near-charismatic 
ardor with a message of salvation.
One-hundred-and-fifty years later,  
The Salvation Army continues to meet people 
where they are with a message of salvation and hope. Our mission to 
“proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and meet human needs without 
discrimination” helps volunteers, professional staff, officers and 
church members provide a level of service that has made  

The Salvation Army one of the country’s oldest and largest providers 
of social services. The Army’s ability to “see a human need and fill it” 
has enabled us to provide a wide range of diverse services to meet the 
needs of each community. You can see that in the variety of programs 
that we provide in Onondaga County, along with our ability to 
collaborate with other community agencies to meet human needs.
In Syracuse, we are celebrating The Army’s 150th global anniversary 
by honoring the “Faces of the Army” – the men, women and children 
who have been helped by The Army or have found a passion for 
helping others through volunteer service.
As Salvation Army officers, we have noticed that when we first meet 
people, they are eager to share their stories about The Army.  Some 
have been helped as children at Christmas time when their families 
were struggling, while others attended a Salvation Army camp or 
“rang the bells” at a red kettle location in their hometown.

William & Catherine Booth: 
where it all began.

Help Us Celebrate
To commemorate our 150th global anniversary, we will showcase  

“Faces of the Army,” 150 stories of those who help  
and those who have been helped by The Salvation Army.  

Tell us your Salvation Army story at sasyr.org. Your story will inspire 
others to join us in doing the most good.

Introducing “Faces of the Army”
We recognize and appreciate that there are hundreds of “faces” that compose The Salvation Army, striving to bring our mission to life each and 
every day. Below are just a few of these faces, all making our organization and its programs that much more special and valuable.

Majors James and Kathryn Purvis, Lt. Phillip 
Davies and  Rae Domicolo from the Oswego 

County Worship and Service Center are 
pictured with recent graduates of  “Bridging 

the Gap,” an innovative program focusing on 
prevention and intervention for court involved 
at-risk youth, ages 16-19. It is the first time this 

national Salvation Army program has  
been offered in New York.

As part of our commitment to early childhood 
literacy, we have partnered with the  

Syracuse Police, whose officers are reading  
to children daily in our Child Care and  

Early Education Centers.

Ben Payton,  Central New York Region  
Music Director, provides music instruction  

to children residing in the Syracuse Emergency 
Family Shelter. These children can continue 

attending these classes once their families have 
found permanent housing.
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Stay connected to your Salvation Army:     sasyr.org 

Celebrating “Faces of the Army” Creating
Richard Sitnik

a Legacy
Richard Sitnik has had a remarkably successful life and now he is doing 
something remarkable through The Salvation Army to help others succeed 
as well.

What’s the definition of a “hardscrabble life”? When life is difficult and 
people are poor, trying to scratch out a living to survive. That word fits 
Richard Sitnik’s early life, the ninth child of a family of ten, sleeping on the 
floor, working summers at the muck farms. 

The 85-year old-retired businessman Richard Sitnik, from East Syracuse, has 
worked enough years that he now can sit back and enjoy the warm weather 
in Florida in February as opposed to Central New York’s ever present snow 
and frigid temperatures.

With a detailed memory, he can recount the struggling days during the 
Depression as the second youngest of ten children growing up in Eastwood. 
The days of working on the muck fields or at Crucible Steel while his 
classmate’s were still in school are long gone, but while on his way to 
becoming a self-made businessman, he never forgot.

And now he is in a position to help others move from poverty to success 
as he did. He’s made a legacy gift to the Syracuse Area Salvation Army to 
continue programs and services to those in need,  
to provide a “hand up, not at hand out.”  
It is one of the largest commitments ever 
made to a Salvation Army in the  
upstate region.

“I’ve studied other agencies and all offer 
worthy programs, but the wide range 
of services that The Salvation Army 
provides for kids, runaways, young 
mothers and seniors, I felt donating to 
the Army would be the wisest use of my 
funds and a tour of their facilities  
on South Salina Street demonstrated 
this to me. They help those in need and 
prepare them to be successful.”

“I wanted to show others that over the 
course of my life, in spite of difficult 
circumstances, working hard since I was 
young and becoming successful in my 
business, that others could achieve success too,” he added. 

“Mr. Sitnik’s legacy gift is a donation that will change many, many lives 
for years to come,” said Major Gayle Luby, chief executive officer of the 
Syracuse Salvation Army. “We are so very humbled by his generosity to ‘pay 
it forward’ to help us mend broken lives. With such a legacy gift, we will be 
able to help clients grow and attain self-sufficiency,” she said. “Sometimes, a 
hand up is all that’s needed to turn a life around,” she noted. 

It’s ironic that a Depression era program established to create jobs led to his 
family’s fall onto hard times. One of the federal government’s WPA (Works 
Progress Administration) projects in Syracuse back then was creating jobs 
by the construction of a sewer line extension through the Eastwood area. 
Although heavily subsidized by the federal government, homeowners had to 

pay additional taxes on the new sewer system. The burden of paying for the 
new sewer lines fell on taxpayers and Mr. Sitnik’s parents could not afford to 
pay those additional taxes, so they lost their house to foreclosure.

They moved into a small house situated between two sets of railroad tracks 
near East Syracuse, one set of tracks carried freight traffic and the other 
side passenger rail. “It wasn’t much of a house,” he said, adding that he had 
to sleep with three of his brothers in one small bedroom. The house had 
neither electricity nor hot water. The house was eventually condemned and 
the family moved back to Eastwood.

Sitnik’s work career started at the tender age of 5 when he and his brothers 
and sisters worked on a local muck farm, topping onions and earning five 
cents for a bushel. His goal was to accumulate at least a dollar to give to his 
mother who was essentially raising the family by herself. 

At the age of 12, he started working summers at the muck farm, earning one 
dollar a day, which increased over the next three years to $3.00 a day. In the 
winters, he reset pins at the Eastwood Bowling Alley.

The day after he turned 16, he was forced to leave school and took a job in 
a Brass Foundry to help contribute to the families’ earnings. The following 
year, he and his brother went to work at Crucible Steel in Solvay, where he 

worked for 30 years except for a stint with 
the Army when he volunteered in 1951 
that included a tour of duty during the 
Korean War.

Later, he helped his cousin for three weeks 
with his business of buying and selling 
wholesale surplus, and decided to give it 
a shot. With cash being tight, and success 
only a dream, he started this venture by 
purchasing a well beat up thirteen year 
old 1950 Dodge pick-up truck for $175.00 
and still has the receipt. It would have 
been quite a sight for one to have seen this 
old truck going down some of the steep 
hills on Route 20 just south of Syracuse 
while streaming a blue streak of smoke 
from its exhaust pipe as he was calling on 
customers. “It was from this that I learned 

that I had a talent for selling,” he said. He then opened his own business, 
Hiawatha Fasteners, selling wholesale nuts and bolts and related hardware.

What made his business unique and innovative is that he sold the majority 
of hardware by the pound allowing his customers to browse through open 
bins of fasteners, choosing only the quantity they needed to get the job done, 
which kept costs down and created a niche market that virtually no one else 
was offering. He ran the successful business until he retired in 1995, “on 
April 1, shortly before I turned 65!” he said.

As he enjoys his Florida winter, he paused to describe another reason for his 
legacy gift to The Salvation Army, “I would be able to help many people who 
were in the same spot that I came from… I can help people in need become 
successful in life.”

I wanted to show others 
that over the course of my 
life, in spite of difficult 

circumstances, working 
hard since I was young and 
becoming successful in my 
business, that others could 
achieve success too.”

“

Establishing a Legacy Gift
We give thanks every day for good friends like Richard who seek to establish a lasting legacy of 

caring in their home communities.  We hope that you too will prayerfully consider a legacy gift to 
The Salvation Army through your will or estate plans.  Please call John Gleason at (315) 434-1391  
for free and confidential information regarding the best planned giving options to benefit you,  

your community and your family.
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MEMORIALS
IN MEMORY OF 
 Given By

MYRRA L. BURNHAM 
 Mr. Tim Greene

JAMES COSTIGAN 
 Ms. Molly Randol

ALFRED AND MYRTLE DAVEY 
 Dr. Erin VerDow

MARY JANE HANSON 
 Ms. Wendy Stark

G. RICHARD (DICK) KELLY 
 Mr. Michael W. Farrell

MILDRED MARSDEN 
 Ms. Sharon Falso
MARY K. MERLE 
 Mrs. Mary Merle

PATRICIA O’NEILL 
 Mrs. Paula C. Dingman

OUR BROTHER 
 Ms. Beverly Schulz

RALPH POLLOCK 
 Mr. Henry E. Clay 
 Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Loran 
 Mr. Donald Newsholme 
 Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Reagan 
 Mr. John Reid 
 Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Shanahan 
 Mr. and Mrs. Laurence M. 
Webster

MARY E. RIENBECK 
 Anonymous Donor

DONALD AND MARION SAVERY 
 Dr. Erin VerDow

BEATRICE STIRNER   
 Mr. Richard Webb

TRIBUTES

IN HONOR OF 
 Given By

DAN HARTNETT  
 Ms. Margaret F. Cadaret

JONAS SARMAST  
 Mr. and Mrs. Jason Centolella

DEBORAH & SANDRA  
 Mr. Joseph P. Lampreda

DR. D.G. MURRAY 
 Mr. and Mrs. John T. Murray

JESSICA OOT 
 Ms. Rebecca Oot

MR. AND MRS. RONALD WHEELER 
 Mr. David E. Pelko

ELLEN ARCHINO 
 Ms. Andrea Scalisi

MR. & MRS. JOHN D. THERRE, SR.  
 Mr. John P. Therre, Sr.

Gifts That Give Twice
(Gifts recorded from January 1, 2015 to March 15, 2015) 

Those who make Memorial or Tribute Gifts to The Salvation Army have chosen a meaningful, tangible way to demonstrate how much  
they care about someone while also helping the people we serve. These gifts may be sent to the Development Office at 677 South Salina St., 
Syracuse, NY 13202.

Presenting Sponsor: Tournament Host:

3-on-3 Basketball Tournament
June 5-7, 2015  |  Le Moyne College

Honorary Chair: Mike Hopkins

Legends and Court Sponsors

WEGMANS’  
KIDS CARE CAMPAIGN
MOTHER’S DAY - JULY 4

Each year, Wegmans supports The Salvation 
Army by offering its customers an opportunity 
to donate as they pay for their groceries.  
Look for the special scan cards in the check out 
lanes and consider a gift of $2 to support those 
in need. Every dollar makes a difference in the 
lives of those we serve.  
Thank you!


