
For more than 20 years, the Transitional Apartments and Parenting Center 
(TAPC) has provided a safe and nurturing environment for homeless teen 
mothers and their children. The TAPC is a residential program, where 24 young 
women live with their infants in their own studio apartments for up to two years. 
During their time with us, these teens learn how to be successful parents while 
completing life goals such as finishing high school, pursuing higher education and 
finding employment.

Tom Roshau, The Salvation Army’s Director of Youth Services, has worked with 
these young women for more than a decade. Tom shares, “My favorite day at the 
TAPC is Moving Day. Usually, new girls move into the TAPC on the first day of 
each month. I’ve seen many homeless teen mothers step off the bus in front of the 
TAPC, holding their infants and nothing else but a grocery bag full of personal 
memories. I never grow tired of watching their eyes light up when it sinks in that 
they are getting their own apartments. The tears begin when the girls realize that 
their apartment doors are equipped with a dead bolt lock that will allow them 
to sleep safely through the night, that the building is securely locked and that 
TAPC staff remain awake all night long, watching over the building and making 
themselves available to any of the girls who need help.”

Tom adds, “Moving Day at the TAPC is the first step in a process that gives these 
young women a chance to raise their children without fearing violence, poverty 
or neglect. It represents the opportunity that each of these teenage mothers will 
be given to complete their education and find a career of their own choosing. 
Moving Day is knowing that if something goes wrong tonight with a girl or her 
baby, a TAPC staff person is only a heartbeat away, ready to provide anything that 
is needed.”

The TAPC has an incredible success rate, with more than 90% of its mothers 
completing the program, accumulating parenting skills, finishing school, securing 

income and finding a place to live on their own. Two inspirational examples of 
this success are current residents Deja and Krystal, who TAPC director Sheila 
Cooper describes as “young women who have taken full advantage of every 
opportunity offered at the TAPC and who have grown tremendously during their 
time in the program.”

Deja and her daughter, De’Ajile have lived at the TAPC for just over a year. As a 
junior at Nottingham High School, Deja found herself pregnant at the same time 
that her family was being evicted from their home. Facing the prospect of raising 
her child on the street, Deja was referred to the TAPC and moved in when a spot 
opened up. Deja says, “I probably wouldn’t have finished high school without 
the TAPC. I have made many friends here and there is a great support system.” 
This fall, Deja will begin a nursing program at Onondaga Community College. 
She will also be part of their track team, a passion and talent she developed while 
completing her studies at Nottingham.

Krystal is an articulate young woman who always seems to have a smile on her 
face and a bounce in her step. She is a shining example of how a person can 
overcome issues like abuse and addiction when given support and opportunities. 
Krystal joined the TAPC family when she was pregnant and was supported 
through the entire process by program staff and volunteers. After giving birth to 
a happy and healthy son, Mason, Krystal utilized the resources available at the 
TAPC to improve her parenting skills and to obtain a certification as a nursing 
assistant. Krystal states, “I have learned so much while living at the TAPC, how 
to be a good mother for Mason, how to manage my time, how to cook, clean and 
find a job. I will soon be finding my own apartment and living independently. 
Two years ago, I was a mess and now I have my life together.”

The Salvation Army is blessed by thousands of volunteers who contribute their 
time, energy and talents to our programs throughout the year. At the TAPC, 
several groups of women have stepped up to spend time with and mentor our 
young mothers. Teen MOPS (Mothers of Pre Schoolers) is a group of women 
from local churches who enjoy fellowship with our residents two evenings per 
month. These women of faith provide insight by sharing their own parenting 
experiences and engage in a wide variety of activities with our residents. The 
New Directions Outreach Team is group of women from other churches who 
mentor our young mothers and help with their social, emotional and spiritual 
development. All of our TAPC volunteers make a huge difference in the lives of 
young women like Deja and Krystal, helping them build the self confidence and 
skills necessary to live independently and to be successful parents.
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When you support The Salvation Army with your time and resources, 
you are making a real difference in the lives of real people in your 
community. On behalf of Deja, Krystal and the more than 40,000 
people whose lives we touch each year, we thank you for your 
continued support and invite you to get more involved in whatever 
way works best for you. Our volunteer line is always open at 479-3668.

Left: Krystal and Mason 

Below Left: TAPC 
Volunteers from the New 
Directions Outreach Team

Below Right: TAPC 
Director Sheila Cooper
with Deja and De’Ajile



THE MANY FACES 
OF HOMELESSNESS

by Linda M. Wright, ACSW 
Executive Director for Professional & Community Services

As you read this issue of Others, you most likely have a roof 
over your head and a place you call “home.” Unfortunately, 
there are an increasing number of people in our community 
for whom “home” is just out of reach. Over the last year, The 
Salvation Army provided more than 51,745 nights of shelter to 

homeless men, women, youth and children in Onondaga County, up from 42,623 
the previous year. For those of us who work here, homelessness is not a statistic, but 
rather a collection of unique individuals, each of whom has his or her own story.

The faces of homelessness mirror our community as a whole. We provide shelter 
to seniors who have no family members on which they can rely. We help entire 
families with parents who have jobs, but still cannot afford rent. We take in men 
and women who are struggling with mental illness. Booth House, Barnabas 
House and the TAPC provide refuge for teens who have nowhere safe to call 
home. In the last year, we have seen a dramatic increase in the number of infants 
in our Family Shelter, including several for whom the shelter has been their first 
home. This has led us to expand and enhance our Family Shelter to provide for 
the needs of parents with very young children.

As we pray for economic conditions to improve and homelessness to decrease, 
we will continue to work with our partners at Onondaga County and other 
community organizations to make sure that all Syracuse area residents are able 
to sleep with a roof over their heads and food in their bellies. It is your continued 
support that allows us to provide at least a temporary “home” to those who are 
struggling with life’s most basic necessities. Thank you and God bless.

by Peter C. Irwin, Director of Development

As you may have figured out by now, Make Change Happen 
is our theme for this year’s holiday drives. We are thankful 
to all of the local businesses and community groups that 
sponsor food, toy, Angel Tree, and mini red kettle drives each 
year, as well as the thousands of volunteers who ring bells at 

our red kettles. By supporting our holiday drives, you are helping to make sure 
that no family goes hungry at Christmastime and that all parents are able to give 
each of their children at least one gift, book and stocking stuffer. Your support 
also helps sustain programs that operate all year long, serving everyone from 
infants to seniors.

Our development staff appreciates your support and is always ready and willing 
to facilitate your involvement. This year, we have two new members of our team. 
Andrew Sabbaghzadeh is our new Volunteer Coordinator and he will be leading 
the recruitment efforts for bell ringers and other holiday volunteers, as well as 
placing volunteers at our program sites throughout the year. Pamella Patch has 
joined us as a Donor Relations Associate, providing a personal connection to our 
donors and helping our team identify new donors and community partners. We 
are thrilled to have Andrew and Pam help us Make Change Happen.

As we head toward the fall, we will be calling many of you to check in, say thank-
you and find out how you would like to Make Change Happen during our holiday 
campaign. When each of us does our part, we are able to combine our efforts to make 
a huge difference in the lives of those in our community who are struggling. We thank 
you in advance for your support as we head toward another busy holiday season.
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THANKS TO OUR wONDERFUL  
COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS!

NEw STAFF HELPS  
MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN

The employees of Eric Mower & 
Associates supported our programs and 
facilities during their ‘Day of Caring’ on 
Wednesday, August 8.

It takes an Army to help families in Syracuse.

Your Kids Care Gift

of 
$2.00 On Friday, August 10, employees from 

Anaren volunteered their time to help with 
our Homeless Shelter expansion and other 
construction and clean-up projects.

From Mother’s Day through 
July 7, Wegmans’ KidsCare 
Scan Campaign raised more 
than $20,000 for families 
in need. Thank you to 
everyone who participated 
in this campaign!

To contribute your time or resources to our homeless shelters, holiday activities or  
other programs, please contact Andrew at 479-3668
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by Major George Polarek, Area Coordinator-CEO 

At the Salvation Army, one of our primary goals is to empower 
those we serve to achieve self-suffi  ciency. In order to accomplish 
this goal, we feel it is important to minister to the physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs of those who come to through our 

doors. Our programs and services are constantly evolving to respond to the changing 
needs of our community, but one constant in our continuum of care is our worship 
communities, Th e Salvation Army Corps. In the Syracuse area, we are blessed with 
three separate Corps (churches) that provide a spiritual foundation for all of the work 
that we do. Th ese Corps are led by Salvation Army Offi  cers, all of whom are ministers.

Citadel Corps provides a spiritual home for city residents, many of whom are 
struggling to make ends meet. Th is Corps’ leaders are Majors John and Anita Stewart, 
who have been with us for two years. Th ey have done a wonderful job of combining 

spiritual leadership with practical support, such as providing coats to hundreds of 
families each winter. And with a vast knowledge of our programs, they are able to 
connect their congregants to any service they may need.

Th is summer, four new offi  cers joined our Syracuse Area Salvation Army Family. Just 
recently commissioned, Lieutenants Keith and Shannon Davis are the new ministers at 
Onondaga Tabernacle Corps in Liverpool. Ltn. Keith is originally from New England 
and Ltn. Shannon is from Jamestown, NY. Our Templo (Spanish Language) Corps 
is being headed up by Lieutenants Pedro and Josefi na Minaya. Th e Minayas are both 
originally from the Dominican Republic and were stationed in Puerto Rico before 
moving to Syracuse.

We warmly welcome these new spiritual leaders to our family and invite you to join us 
at one of our worship communities any Sunday.

The Salvation Army’s Syracuse Area Corps (Churches)
Citadel Corps — Majors John and Anita Stewart
749 South Warren Street, Syracuse, 315.479.1163
Sunday Services at 11:00 a.m.

Onondaga Tabernacle Corps — Lieutenants Keith and Shannon Davis
7453 Morgan Road, Liverpool, 315.373.0670
Sunday Services at 9:30 a.m.

Templo Corps — Lieutenants Pedro and Josefi na Minaya
749 South Warren Street, Syracuse, 315.479.1304
Sunday Services at 11:30 a.m.

From left  to right, Majors John & Anita Stewart, Lieutenants Keith & Shannon 
Davis, Lieutenants Pedro and Josefi na Minaya. More information available at sasyr.org

Stay connected to your Salvation Army:     sasyr.org  

HEALING BODY, MIND AND SPIRIT

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 
THE LIVES OF OTHERS

* Golden Kettle Awards will be presented to our top corporate, community, and individual bell ringers based on the number of volunteer hours contributed.

•  Organize a Food Drive, Toy Drive or 
Angel Tree Gift  Campaign

• Host a Mini Red Kettle Campaign

• Form a Red Kettle Bell Ringing Team*

• Create your own Online Red Kettle

• ‘Adopt’ one of our programs

• Donate your time as a volunteer

Call 479-1321 to Get involved

Make
change 
Happen.

Make
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Nancy Baker 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Capone

Mitchell Checrallah 
 Ms. Estelle F. Checrallah

Robert Coleman 
 Mr. Bryan J. Coleman

Barbara Ann Exline 
 Mr. and Mrs. William C. Schofield

Frank A. Lynch 
 Dr. Casimir K. Bobowski 
 Mrs. Marcella E. Danielson 
 Ms. Carol Egle 
 Ms. Margaret S. Huppman 
 Mrs. Jacqueline K. Jarvi 
 Mr. Paul P. Mello 
 Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Murphy

Robert Mackin 
 Mr. Kevin M. Moore

Richard and Helene Paugh 
 Mr. Lawrence R. Paugh, Jr.

Joseph E. Riley  
 Upstate Orthopedics

Wilbur Sensinger 
 Mrs. Helen Sensinger

Joseph Varacalli 
 Ms. Sandra S. Burns 
 Mr. Michael Epstein 
 Mr. and Mrs. James A. Francis 
 Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Kuck 
 Ms. Christina M. Lapointe 
 Mr. William T. Mantas 
 Ms. Joanne M. Pallo 
 Pef/Hpc Friends: Linda, Lisa, 
 Audrey, Bob & Maureen 
 Bj & Al, Ruth & Jack; Lenny & Tony

Harold Wanamaker 
 Mrs. Barbara B. Wanamaker

Jim Warren 
 Ms. M. Patricia Chapman

George G. Winters 
 Mrs. Ruth Schlichting
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Gifts That Give Twice

 
Stuart and Fran Amorose 
 Ms. Dorothea H. Rushworth

Anthony Basile 
 S.I. Technologies, Inc.

Paul De Lima 
 Saint Agatha Foundation

Sherree Jackson 
 Mrs. Amy P. Cimino

The Wedding Of Robert Knauff and Tara Howard 
 Ms. Linda M. Wright and Mr. Monty Flynn

Elaine Learch 
 Mrs. Merece H. Johnson

Samantha Moran 
 Ms. Josephine M. Fowler Cleveland

Majors Stewart 
 Ms. Barbara Nickerson

Linda Wright 
 CNY Community Foundation, Inc.

TRIBUTES
IN HONOR OF 
 Given By

(Gifts recorded from April 18 – August 17, 2012) Those who make gifts in honor of another or memorial gifts to our Salvation Army of the Syracuse 
Area have chosen a meaningful, tangible way to demonstrate not only how much they care about someone they love, but how much they care 
about people in need. These gifts may be sent to the Development Office at 677 South Salina St. Syracuse, NY 13202.

MEMORIALS
IN MEMORY OF 
 Given By 

Your Lasting Touch
Each year, we receive calls from friends who want to include The Salvation Army 
in their will, and also want that gift to specifically support programs in the Greater 
Syracuse Area. To achieve that goal, the following exact wording should be used:

I bequeath to The Salvation Army Syracuse Area Services with offices at 677 South Salina 
Street, Syracuse, NY 13202, to be used solely and in its entirety for the ongoing programs 
and services provided by The Salvation Army Syracuse Area Services, the following:

HONOREES
Le Moyne College 

represented by Dr. Fred Pestello, President
Kathryn H. Ruscitto 

President, St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Rick Fedrizzi, 

President, CEO & Founding Chair 
U.S. Green Building Council

PRESENTING SPONSORS

October 2, 2012
Noon - 1:30 PM
Nicholas J. Pirro Convention 

Center at Oncenter

DOME DONATION DAY
Saturday, November 10

SU vs. Louisville Football Game
(time to be announced)

Please bring non-perishable food items to the game and donate generously to the 
Red Kettles. Thanks to CXtec, TERACAI, Delaney Moving & Storage, Syracuse 
University, Coach Doug Marrone, Pete Sala and the wonderful staff at the Carrier 
Dome for supporting families in our community through this event.

st1

There will be a special reception for Rick Fedrizzi at Destiny USA on Monday, October 1 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Destiny USA is LEED Gold Certified. For reservations or more information about the Civic Luncheon or reception, please call 479-1321.


